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The National Civil Defense/Emergency Management Monument

The purpose of the National Civil Defense/Emergency Management (CD/EM) Monument is to honor the thousands of Civil Defense and Emergency Management professionals and volunteers who have worked hard and faithfully to protect the public from both manmade and natural hazards. Literally thousands of people owe their lives and property to the effective pre-disaster planning and mitigation activities of these dedicated citizens as well as to the whole-hearted efforts of volunteers and professionals who have often risked their lives to help others during disasters. This monument particularly recognizes the numerous military and civilian volunteers and professionals who have gone beyond the normal call of duty to save lives and alleviate suffering in times of crises. The monument will serve as an enduring reminder of the heartfelt thanks that a multitude of people feel whenever they remember those who have selflessly served them or their loved ones in times of great need.  

The idea for a National CD/EM Monument began in 1981 during the dedication of a related monument for firefighters on the jointly held grounds of the National Fire Administration Academy and the National Emergency Training Center in Emmitsburg, Maryland (near Gettysburg). At this dedication, Fred Villella, the then Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) Director of Training and Education questioned ‘well, one half of the tenants here is represented in this memoriam, shouldn’t also the other half, emergency management, be so honored?’  From this time, efforts were begun to establish a National Civil Defense/Emergency Management Monument. 
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President Clinton signed a bill (HR 348/PL106-103) on November 13th, 1999 that grants authority to the National Civil Defense Monument Commission (a private nonprofit organization established in the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania) to construct a monument to: “honor those who have served the nation’s civil defense and emergency management programs.” This law further stipulates that the monument will be built at FEMA’s Emmitsburg, Maryland facility, which is home to the National Emergency Training Center. The Director of FEMA, James Lee Witt, has fully endorsed this project and provided valuable advice and direction. 

Many people deserve thanks for getting the commission started. Dr. James Ridgeway, retired Director of Training and Education for FEMA’ s predecessor agency, suggested that a commission be established that could sustain the needed fund raising required for this project. John Devaney, Executive Secretary of the American Strategic Defense Association (ASDA) offered assistance through its membership to moving toward the goal. Mr. Devaney also participates as a member of the Commission. On February 8, 1997, the organization was created as The National Civil Defense Monument Commission. Alexander O. Atzert agreed to serve as Chairman, Linda Hurley as Secretary, and Charles Sullivan, Camp Hill, PA was named Treasurer. Hugh Warner of Frederick, Maryland, an activist in local and national veterans affairs, was named Finance Chairman.
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Obtaining the necessary support for the HR 348 bill for the monument required perseverance and help from many. The commission asked Congressman Roscoe Bartlett, whose Maryland District encompasses Emmitsburg for support. He was quite amenable to sponsoring this legislation and introduced HR 348 on January 19,1999, where in early February it was referred to the Subcommittee on National Parks and Public Lands. There it languished for 8 months. Congressman Bartlett then obtained nine co-sponsors for the bill: Congressmen Cunningham and Rohrbacher (CA), Congresswomen Karen Thurman (FL) and Cynthia McKinney (GA), Congressmen Skelton (MO), Boehlert (NY), J.C.Watts (OK), Jay Inshee (WA) and long time civil defense/emergency management supporter Bill Goodling (PA). These co-sponsors instructed their staffs to help get the bill moving and bring it to the floor for a vote. After nearly a year of effort, 349 Congressmen voted their approval (with only four objecting) and the vote in the Senate was unanimous. With the President’s signature five days later, the result was very gratifying (though the mechanics of getting to that point were less so). 
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Many have worked hard on the initial fundraising for this project. Joe Clark, Coordinator for Adams County Indiana helped to jump-start the project with funding through voluntary contributions. Rosa Timmons then conducted a mail campaign that brought in additional funds. Walter Murphey with The American Civil Defense Association (TACDA) helped with fundraising and advertising as well. Hugh Warner, the current Finance Chairman for the commission has solicited help from private citizens and many organizations and agencies to work toward the ultimate fundraising goal of $100,000. 

Mr. Warner said, “There are three sides on the pyramid of the monument, and they represent the three levels of government. But look at the base on which the Monument rests. That represents the citizens of our great nation. We need to have a broad appeal to them and if they will contribute their nickels and dimes in any amount, we can complete our goal coin by coin. We only currently have 20% of necessary funding but we feel we can move from the uninformed ‘what monument?’ and the complacent ‘I know you can do it’ to ‘checks are in the mail’ stage in this year and have a monument in place very soon.” 

Mr. Warner’s optimism is justified. In the weeks since passage of the Federal Authority for placement there have been some healthy amounts ‘in the mail’ from the founder of The American Civil Defense Association (TACDA), Frank Williams, from Bob Roman on behalf of the Association of Professional Emergency Planners, and John Devaney, Executive Secretary of the American Strategic Defense Association.

Donald J. Begg, a nationally known artist, created the design of the Monument.  The centerpiece of the Monument will be a fifteen-ton block of polished white Vermont granite, shaped as a three-sided pyramid. Each side is representative federal, state, and local government. The triangular base is five feet on each side, rising to fifteen feet in height. The pinnacle of the monument is capped with a large, bronze American eagle, sculpted by the world-renowned sculptor, Oregon–based Lorenzo Ghiglieri. The base is encircled by a stone and concrete plaza with appropriately inscribed bronze state plaques embedded in concrete, surrounded by a circle of state flags. A brick wall rises approximately three feet in height on the back or south side of the plaza. Near the edge of the plaza are two bronze plaques bearing the names of advocates and members of the Monument Commission. 

For more information on how you or your state can participate in this memorial, please contact:  
Charles Sullivan, Treasurer



352 Blacksmith Rd., Camp Hill, PA 17011-8421



Phone/Fax: 717-737-5466
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Note:  All checks should be made out to The National Civil Defense Monument Commission and mailed to the address above.  Individuals wishing to give stock are requested to add $50 for each donation to cover the cost of the sale of the stock for cash. 


Alexander O. Atzert, Chairman of the National CD Monument Commission





Hugh Warner, Chairman, Finance Committee





Basis for Support





$5,000   A company or corporation may be designated as an ADVOCATE on the monument





$2500    An individual or organization may become an ADVOCATE of the monument





$1000    A state name will be added to the monument and its flag will be flown





$200-$1000  The name of anyone who supports the mission will be etched in bronze on a tablet at the monument
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The National Civil Defense/Emergency Management Monument





James Lee Witt


Director, FEMA
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